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of the 21st century. You've done your job
with great dignity and clarity of thought. And
I'm looking forward to coming to Bucharest
to support your efforts to make sure NATO
is a relevant organization aimed at bringing
security and peace to the world.

We've had a lot of things to discuss. A cou-
ple of key points—one, Afghanistan; the
United States is committed to the NATO
mission in Afghanistan. We're committed to
a comprehensive strategy that helps folks in
Afghanistan realize security, at the same
time, economic prosperity and political
progress.

Secondly, our hope is that nations that
have applied to join NATO continue to meet
their MAP obligations. And I'm looking for-
ward to getting an assessment of the progress
that these three nations have made, from
you, before we take the vote on enlargement.

I appreciate very much NATO’s role in
helping to provide some sense of stability in
the Balkans. Thank you for doing a training
mission in Iraq. Overall, thanks for being a
force for good. And I'm proud to welcome
you back here.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer.
Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you. Thank
you, George.

Four working weeks until the Bucharest
summit of NATO. I can echo the President’s
words. First of all, NATO’s operations and
missions—we have a long-term commitment
vis-a-vis Afghanistan. I thank the President
for the United States contribution in the
NATO framework, which is an essential one.
All 26 NATO allies are there, and we are
there for the long haul. We are there to sup-
port President Karzai and the Afghan people.
But we're also there because we're fighting
terrorism, and we cannot afford to lose. We
will not lose. We are not losing; we are pre-
vailing.

May I mention Kosovo, which will be dis-
cussed. The secondary important NATO
presence, 60,000 strong, to protect all
Kosovars, majority, minority, Albanian, or
Serb, so that also Kosovo will have a future.

NATO enlargement, the President men-
tioned. The nations concerned should go on
with their reforms. No tickets are punched
yet, but NATO enlargement will be on the
agenda of the Bucharest summit, and cer-
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tainly also what I call NATO finding the an-
swers to modern threats and challenges, be
it energy security and NATO’s role as a
bringer of added value. Cyber defense—we
saw a huge cyber attack on Estonia not that
long ago. Missile defense is certainly an issue.

So we have a real full calendar in Bucha-
rest, and that is basically the calendar the
President and I discussed. And I'm always
very much enjoying the hospitality not only
in the Oval but at the Crawford ranch as well.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you.

Secretary General de Hoop Scheffer.
Thanks.

President Bush. Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Secretary Gen-
eral de Hoop Scheffer referred to President
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan.

Statement on the Resignation of
Donald E. Powell as Coordinator of
Gulf Coast Region Recovery and
Rebuilding

February 29, 2008

Don Powell is an exceptional leader who
has worked tirelessly and effectively to help
the people of New Orleans and the gulf coast
region recover and rebuild from one of our
Nation’s most destructive natural disasters.

Don brought to the job of coordinating our
Federal rebuilding efforts the perfect com-
bination of talent, temperament, experience,
and compassion. Today, due in part to his
leadership and outstanding work with State
and local leaders, the gulf coast is on the road
to recovery. While challenges remain, the re-
gion is open for business, critical infrastruc-
ture is being rebuilt, and schools are up and
running. People are reclaiming their lives,
and our Nation owes Don a debt of gratitude.
I appreciate his service to the country and
thank him for his dedication.

I am also grateful to Paul Conway, Don’s
chief of staff, who will assume the duties of
the Federal Coordinator for the Office of
Gulf Coast Rebuilding in the interim.

Laura and I wish Don well as he returns
to Texas.
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Executive Order 13462—President’s
Intelligence Advisory Board and
Intelligence Oversight Board

February 29, 2008

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. 1t is the policy of the
United States to ensure that the President
and other officers of the United States with
responsibility for the security of the Nation
and the advancement of its interests have ac-
cess to accurate, insightful, objective, and
timely information concerning the capabili-
ties, intentions, and activities of foreign pow-
ers.

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order:

(a) “department concerned” means an ex-
ecutive department listed in section 101 of
title 5, United States Code, that contains an
organization listed in or designated pursuant
to section 3(4) of the National Security Act
of 1947, as amended (50 U.S.C. 401a(4));

(b) “intelligence activities” has the mean-
ing specified in section 3.4 of Executive
Order 12333 of December 4, 1981, as
amended; and

(c) “intelligence community” means the
organizations listed in or designated pursuant
to section 3(4) of the National Security Act
of 1947, as amended.

Sec. 3. Establishment of the President’s In-
telligence Advisory Board. (a) There is here-
by established, within the Executive Office
of the President and exclusively to advise and
assist the President as set forth in this order,
the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board
(PIAB).

(b) The PIAB shall consist of not more
than 16 members appointed by the President
from among individuals who are not em-
ployed by the Federal Government.

(c) The President shall designate a Chair
from among the members of the PIAB, who
shall convene and preside at meetings of the
PIAB, determine its agenda, and direct its
work.

(d) Members of the PIAB and the Intel-
ligence Oversight Board (IOB) established in
section 5 of this order:
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(i) shall serve without any compensation
for their work on the PIAB or the IOB;
and

(ii) while engaged in the work of the PIAB
or the IOB, may be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, as authorized by law for
persons serving intermittently in the
Government (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707).

(e) The PIAB shall utilize such full-time
professional and administrative staff as au-
thorized by the Chair and approved by the
President or the President’s designee. Such
staff shall be supervised by an Executive Di-
rector of the PIAB, appointed by the Presi-
dent, whom the President may designate to
serve also as the Executive Director of the
10B.

Sec. 4. Functions of the PIAB. Consistent
with the policy set forth in section 1 of this
order, the PIAB shall have the authority to,
as the PIAB determines appropriate, or shall,
when directed by the President:

(a) assess the quality, quantity, and ade-
quacy of intelligence collection, of analysis
and estimates, and of counterintelligence and
other intelligence activities, assess the ade-
quacy of management, personnel and organi-
zation in the intelligence community, and re-
view the performance of all agencies of the
Federal Government that are engaged in the
collection, evaluation, or production of intel-
ligence or the execution of intelligence policy
and report the results of such assessments
Or reviews:

(i) to the President, as necessary but not

less than twice each year; and

(i) to the Director of National Intelligence
(DNI) and the heads of departments
concerned when the PIAB determines
appropriate; and

(b) consider and make appropriate rec-
ommendations to the President, the DNI, or
the head of the department concerned with
respect to matters identified to the PIAB by
the DNI or the head of a department con-
cerned.

Sec. 5. Establishment of Intelligence Over-
sight Board.

(a) There is hereby established a com-
mittee of the PIAB to be known as the Intel-
ligence Oversight Board.



